
 
 

MEMBERSHIP ​
​
Why should I be a member of Classical Sheffield?  

 

●​ Promotion of your all your events to thousands of classical music fans across the city 

●​ Be part of the biggest classical event in the city (Classical Weekend) taking place on Friday 

12th - Sunday 14th March 2027 

●​ Be part of a network of over 90 organisations - and growing! 

 

As a member of Classical Sheffield, you join a community of around 95 organisations, promoters and 

individual music-makers based in Sheffield and the surrounding area. Together we celebrate 

music-making and share it with everyone. Together we can present more live music, to more people, 

in more places. Together we can enable collaborations, provide opportunities to perform and 

introduce classical music to new audiences. ​
​
We do this through a biannual Classical Weekend Festival, the sixth of which is taking place in March 

2027 (Friday 12th - Sunday 14th - preparations start now!)  across multiple venues in Sheffield, and 

through pop-up events during the year, bringing live classical music to passers-by as we appear in 

venues such as the Winter Garden, Orchard Square, Victoria Hall, Upper Chapel and many more! ​
​
We coordinate this activity, supporting members who don’t have the capacity to do this themselves, 

and provide opportunities for all members to perform in different spaces - either to help prepare for 

a concert or purely for the joy of performing live music together to an audience. ​
​
In December 2025, we launched a partnership with Orchard Square,  where we shall be celebrating 

the start of the festive season, allowing us to launch the promotion of members' events throughout 

December and our annual ‘Festive Listings’ programme - which we distribute to local press and 

online via social media. For 2025, we have coordinated a one-off 40-person strong festive Choir, who 

will be performing in Orchard Square alongside BBC Radio Sheffield and the other retailers, 

welcoming in the start of the festive season and allowing us the ability to distribute the festive 

listings to the people of Sheffield! ​
​
Classical Sheffield also advocates for its music-makers, such as when non-professional singing groups 

were suddenly not allowed to meet back in May 2021, which had a massive impact on many 

members. Classical Sheffield was in touch with local media to highlight the impact on its members, 

which led to a feature article in early June in the Sheffield Telegraph about the unfairness of the 

situation which added to the national discourse on the issue: 

https://www.sheffieldtelegraph.co.uk/news/people/sheffield-amateur-choirs-call- 

for-change-to-illogical-covid-guidance-pressing-pause-on-their-rehearsals-3257789  

 

There has been a long-standing campaign by both individual and organisation members of Classical 

Sheffield to encourage venues to become more accessible for people who are d/Deaf or have hearing 

loss, especially when listening to acoustic music. Such lobbying has been successful, with both 

Sheffield City Hall and Upper Chapel recently installing new audio induction loops that have 

improved the concert-going experience for anyone who needs assistance with hearing.  

https://www.sheffieldtelegraph.co.uk/news/people/sheffield-amateur-choirs-call-
https://www.sheffieldtelegraph.co.uk/news/people/sheffield-amateur-choirs-call-


 
 

​
What are the benefits?​
​
Online Activity ​
Classical Sheffield sends out a weekly email, containing details of forthcoming events, ways to get 

involved and any other relevant updates on musical activity. As we emerge from the Covid-19 

pandemic, it is clear to see from the online activity analysis that music-making interest has increased 

and Classical Sheffield is engaging with audiences. ​
​
We launched our new Classical Sheffield website in October of 2024 and therefore have new data.​
Stats of our digital reach from July 2024 - July 2025 show;  

 

Classical Sheffield Website:​
 

●​ 27,000 visitors across the year (over 8,000 visitors on the website during the week of the 

CW2025 - 12,000 if you include the 2 weeks prior to the start of the festival! Of these, people 

spent an average of 1 minute + on the website - which is quite a long time!)  

●​ 198,000 Event Count this is a new metric for us - but this shows how many times something 

has been ‘clicked’ on the website - whether this be through to events, profiles, videos etc  

●​ The most clicked on page is the ‘Events’ page  

●​ c.2,500 average monthly visitors 

●​ 500+ event uploads by members 

 

Social Media: ​
 

●​ Facebook: 1,542 likes and followers (we received over 50 new likes and 100 new followers 

after the Classical Weekend 2025)  

●​ Instagram: 455 followers (gaining over 140 new followers after the CW2025)  

●​ BlueSky: 50 followers  

●​ YouTube: 162 subscribers  

 

Email Newsletter: 

 

●​ 1,355 subscribers 

On average, over 50% of subscribers open the weekly Newsletter and actively engage with 

the newsletter on a weekly basis. This figure is well above average for similar sector 

marketing communication, which tends to be 21.4%.  

 

We are thrilled with the growth of engagement people have with Classical Sheffield. The number of 

subscribers that open the weekly email newsletter is much higher than the industry average of 22%, 

showing that its content appeals to those who receive it. ​
​
​
​
​



 
 

​
​
​
Classical Sheffield also is a top ranking site when using search engines - type ‘Classical Music 

Sheffield’ into Google and Classical Sheffield is the number 1 ranking website, illustrating that it is the 

go-to destination for people looking for information about classical music in Sheffield.  

​
What are the costs, and what do my fees cover?  

 

In 2025 the subscription rates for Music Makers will be an increase from last year’s fees to cover the 

increase in Classical Sheffield overheads and ensure we can cover these costs in the long term. We 

hope that the additional ticket sales that come from having your event(s) promoted by Classical 

Sheffield more than cover the membership fees.  

 

●​ Individual Member - £33.60  

●​ Group Members - £2.10 per member of the group, with a maximum fee of £210 (and 

minimum of £33.60)  

●​ Promoters -  0.7% of annual income, with a minimum payment of £33.60 and a maximum of 

£210, whereas Children and Youth Music Groups fees will be a minimum of £5 and 

maximum of £50 

●​ Venues can pay £10 to be listed on our new ‘Venue’ page on the website, but will be unable 

to list their Events. Should they wish to do this, they would be encouraged to join as a 

‘Promoter’  

 

The subscription fees ensure that Classical Sheffield can cover its fixed costs that include:  

 

●​ Classical Sheffield Coordinator, who plans in-year activities as well as the March 2027 Festival  

●​ Weekly email to over 1,350 subscribers with listings and information - which we are 

continuing to push the growth of  

●​ Maintenance of the Classical Sheffield website and fees for the Digital Marketing Officer  

●​ Fees for the Digital Marketing Officer to support members with the website and weekly 

email 

●​ Other admin costs including liability insurance and Independent Examiner fees  

●​ Organisation of Member ‘social’ events to encourage networking, collaboration and industry 

knowledge sharing  

●​ Organisation of the annual festive listings promotion - aiming to ensure that all members 

concerts through December are promoted as fully as possible  

Classical Sheffield is supported by Sheffield City Council and raises funds to support the activity for 

each Weekend Festival. However, members’ fees are vital to covering the day-to-day costs listed 

above.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Planning for the Classical Weekend 2027 is well underway and will be a huge celebration of 

music-making across the city, marking 12 years since the start of Classical Sheffield. ​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  


